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ALL GOOD WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR 2016 
 

We are at the threshold of a New Year 2016. Throughout the world, year 2015 was the year 

of tragedies. We greet the nation and entire fraternity of Punjab National Bank “A VERY 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2016”. This is a time to look at the events of the last year and make 

resolutions for the New Year. We also need to do a lot of soul searching, if we really expect 

this New Year to be happy for all of us.  
 

NATIONAL SCENE 
 

If, we look at the National events of the last year, it will show the criminal and inhuman face 

of our society. Increase in crimes, atrocities on women more particularly the incidents of 

rape, celebration of 21
st
 June as ‘International Yoga Day’, significant change in the attitude of 

countries like Japan, China, France, Australia, USA and other European countries towards 

India, US President Barak Obama’s visit to India to attend our Republic Day celebrations as 

the chief guest, defeat of BJP in the elections to the assemblies of Delhi and Bihar, signing of 

10
th

 Bi-Partite Settlement between the bank employees/officers & IBA after a long struggle, 

bestowment of ‘Bharat Ratna’ award upon former Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Bajpai 

and great freedom fighter Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya posthumously, unprecedented Chennai 

floods, launching of Prime Minister Suraksha Bima Yojna, Prime Minister Jeevan Jyoti Bima 

Yojna, Atal Pension Yojna, Digital Data Programme, Gyan Sangam and Mudra Scheme by 

the Prime Minister, replacement of Planning Commission by Niti Aayog, row over 

intolerance and beef; were the main events of the last year. Comeback of Ms J. Jayalalitha as 

the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu after her acquittal by Karnataka High Court, stir in Gujrat 

demanding reservation for Patel community, hanging of Yakub Memon, appointment of 

Sunder Pichai as the Chief Executive of the World Google Inc., arrest of terrorist Chotta 

Rajan, agitation on OROP issue by ex-servicemen, Sania Nehwal reaches at world’s no. 1 

rank in women’s Badminton, Sania Mirza reaches no. 1 rank in women’s Tennis doubles, 

Srikant Kedambi won Swiss Open Badminton men’s single title, Pankaj Advani won World 

Billiards Championship, Lander Paes won mixed doubles titles; were the other important 

events of the last year.  
 

During the last year we lost prominent personalities like former President Dr. APJ Abdul 

Kalam, former chief ministers of states S/Shri J.B. Patnaik, Ram Sunder Das, T. Sailo and 

Hukam Singh, former governors of states Smt. Shiela Kaul, S/Shri R.S. Gavai, O.P. Mehra, 

Rameshwar Thakur, Syed Ahmed and R.K. Trivedi, noted cartoonists R.K. Laxman and 

Rajinder Puri, actor Saeed Jaffrey, actress Sadhna, composer and singer Ravindra Jain and 

Aadesh Shrivastav, VHP leader Ashok Singhal, former BCCI chief Jagmohan Dalmia, 

founder of GNLF Subhash Ghising, noted Hindi poet Kailash Bajpai, political activists Rajni 

Kothari, Govind Pansare, and M.M. Kalburgi, Aruna Shanbaug who was in vegetative state 

since 1973 after a brutal rape and so many other prominent personalities. We pray to god to 

give peace to the souls of all the above deceased, pay our highest tributes and homage to all 

of them. We further pray to god to give peace to the souls of all the people killed by ISIS 

terrorists, innocent people and police/security force personnel killed in naxalite attacks, 

terrorist attacks in Jammu & Kashmir, Assam and other parts of the country, people killed in 

unprecedented floods in Chennai, other parts of Asia & Europe and others who lost their lives 

due to natural calamities like cyclone in coastal areas and earthquake in Nepal & other Asian 

countries, etc.                                                                                                                     
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INTERNATIONAL SCENE 
 

On international scene terrorist attacks in Paris & Australia, beheading of journalists of 

America and its friend nations, killings of innocent people particularly women, minor girls 

and children in Syria, Iraq & Afghanistan by the terrorists of ISIS, repeated incidents of 

border crossing by Chinese forces, repeated incidents of unprovoked firing & infiltration of 

terrorists by Pakistani army into Indian Territory were the main issues of the last year.  
 

However, revival of bi-lateral talks between India and Pakistan and surprise visit of Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Pakistan during his return from Afghanistan on the birth day 

of Pakistani Prime Minister Shri Nawaz Sharif raised some hopes of peace. 
 

The year 2016 will pose challenges for bank employees on the following issues:- 
 

1) Threat of Merger of Public Sector Banks:  
 

We are observing that merger of Public Sector Banks has become a pet subject of the 

Government. Public Sector Banks are strong enough and gaining strength day by day as we 

observe that the profit of Public Sector Banks has grown every year during the last 10 years.  
 

The mergers of Public Sector Banks will lead to cross merger of the branches and will also 

pave the way for staff redundancy. Moreover, after merger of banks the bigger entities will 

become more vulnerable to maneuvering by foreign investors as they will be able to take 

control of substantial part of our economy through lesser number of maneuvers. The mergers 

of banks in no way will help the country, the banks, its employees and the customers as well.  
 

2) Unwarranted Economic Reforms:  
 

The efforts are being continued and intensified by the Government of India to dilute public 

sector banking, further liberalise public sector banks, encourage private sector and foreign 

banks, opening banking sector to more and more private and foreign capital in the name of 

economic reforms. Licences are given to corporate sector to open their own banks. All these 

measures are detrimental to the interest of Public Sector Banks in particular and banking 

industry in general.  

 

2) Customer Service:  
 

Today bank employees are under attack from various sections of the society. The rumors 

have been spread that the bank employees do not care for the work while this is not the fact. 

Moreover, we request all our members to be more courteous and friendly to the customers. 
 

Comrades, in the year to come we have to face a lot of problems and challenges. Bank 

employees/officers need to fight for their very existence also. The need of the hour is to face 

the challenges in our path unitedly. So let us resolve that we all will face all the challenges 

unitedly under the banner of UFBU. 
 

We appeal for mass struggle with high spirit against all the odds in our path, since it is the 

only key to success.  
 

We are sure to be crowned with success when we fight without any respite. 
 

With revolutionary greetings, 

 

Yours comradely, 

                                                 

                                                                                                                         (R. K. Sharma) 

  General Secretary 
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